Repeated acoustic stimulation of acute schizophrenic patients and the habituation of EEG power changes.
Habituation in psychiatric patients to repeated stimuli has typically been described in connection with the measurement of the skin conductance orienting response. Here EEG power spectra of acute schizophrenic patients and normals to 4 trials of an acoustic stimulation were examined for evidence of habituation. In response to stimulation the alpha EEG reactivity was less distinct in schizophrenics than in normals. This is in agreement with the theory of hypovariability or hyperstability of the EEG in schizophrenics. Signs of habituation in acute schizophrenics were clearer in fast beta frequencies of the parietal leads.